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On Aug. 10, Foreign Ministry Secretary for Multilateral and Special Matters Mario Campora told
reporters that his government will assure the US of the peaceful uses underlying its nuclear energy
program, but will not ratify the 1968 Tlatelolco treaty. The treaty would maintain Latin America free
of nuclear weapons. According to Campora, "The non-proliferation of nuclear weapons cannot be
used as a pretext to deprive Argentina of the economic benefits" of nuclear energy. He added that
Buenos Aires has not ratified the Tlatelolco treaty because the US is perceived as using it as a means
to apply pressure against the development of nuclear energy programs in Argentina. Campora
cited talks beginning Aug. 10 with Brazil on nuclear energy cooperation as an example of Argentine
intentions. He said the talks could lead to signing bilateral agreements when President Carlos
Menem visits Brazil Aug. 22. Since there is no possibility of conflict between Argentina and Brazil,
these "confidence building measures are the best guarantees for non-proliferation," said Campora.
(Basic data from AFP, 08/10/89)
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